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principles and techniques of international
air navigation and to foster the planning and
development of international air transport
so as to . . . meet the needs of the peoples of
the world for safe, regular, efficient and eco-
nomical air transport’’;

Whereas, following the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, the ICAO convened a
high-level Ministerial Conference on Avia-
tion Security that endorsed a global strategy
for strengthening aviation security world-
wide and issued a public declaration that ‘“‘a
uniform approach in a global system is es-
sential to ensure aviation security through-
out the world and that deficiencies in any
part of the system constitute a threat to the
entire global system,”” and that there should
be a commitment to ‘‘foster international
cooperation in the field of aviation security
and harmonize the implementation of secu-
rity measures’’;

Whereas, the 37th ICAO Assembly in Octo-
ber 2010 adopted a Declaration on Aviation
Security largely in response to the at-
tempted sabotage of Northwest Airlines
Flight 253 on December 25, 2009, which estab-
lished new criminal penalties for the use of
civil aircraft as a weapon, the use of dan-
gerous materials to attack aircraft or other
targets on the ground, and the unlawful
transport of biological, chemical, and nu-
clear weapons and related materials, along
with extradition arrangements that facili-
tate cooperation among nations in appre-
hending and prosecuting those who have un-
dertaken these and other criminal acts;

Whereas on October 8, 2010, the Depart-
ment of State praised the 37th ICAO Assem-
bly on its adoption of the Declaration on
Aviation Security, but noted that ‘“‘because
every airport offers a potential entry point
into this global system, every nation faces
the threat from gaps in aviation security
throughout the world — and all nations must
share the responsibility for securing that
system’’;

Whereas the Taipei Flight Information Re-
gion, under the jurisdiction of Taiwan, ROC,
covers an airspace of 176,000 square nautical
miles and provides air traffic control serv-
ices to over 1,350,000 flights annually, with
the Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport
recognized as the 8th and 18th largest airport
by international cargo volume and number
of international passengers, respectively;

Whereas exclusion from the ICAO since
1971 has impeded the efforts of the Govern-
ment of Taiwan to maintain civil aviation
practices that comport with evolving inter-
national standards, due to its inability to
contact the ICAO for up-to-date information
on aviation standards and norms, secure
amendments to the organization’s regula-
tions in a timely manner, obtain sufficient
and timely information needed to prepare for
the implementation of new systems and pro-
cedures set forth by the ICAO, receive tech-
nical assistance in implementing new regula-
tions, and participate in technical and aca-
demic seminars hosted by the ICAO;

Whereas the United States, in the 1994 Tai-
wan Policy Review, clearly declared its sup-
port for the participation of Taiwan in ap-
propriate international organizations, in
particular, on September 27, 1994, with the
announcement by the Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs that,
pursuant to the Review and recognizing Tai-
wan’s important role in transnational issues,
the United States ‘‘will support its member-
ship in organizations where statehood is not
a prerequisite, and [the United States] will
support opportunities for Taiwan’s voice to
be heard in organizations where its member-
ship is not possible’’; and

Whereas ICAO rules and existing practices
have allowed for the meaningful participa-
tion of noncontracting countries as well as
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other bodies in its meetings and activities
through granting of observer status: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) meaningful participation by the Gov-
ernment of Taiwan as an observer in the
meetings and activities of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) will con-
tribute both to the fulfillment of the ICAO’s
overarching mission and to the success of a
global strategy to address aviation security
threats based on effective international co-
operation;

(2) the United States Government should
take a leading role in garnering inter-
national support for the granting of observer
status to Taiwan in the ICAO for the purpose
of such participation; and

(3) the Department of State should provide
briefings to or consult with Congress on any
efforts conducted by the United States Gov-
ernment in support of Taiwan’s attainment
of observer status in the ICAO.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The hearing will be
held on Tuesday, May 17, 2011, at 10
a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing will be to
hear testimony on the following bills
related to oil and gas development:

S. 516. A bill to extend outer Conti-
nental Shelf leases to accommodate
permitting delays and to provide opera-
tors time to meet new drilling and
safety requirements.

S. 843. A bill to establish outer Conti-
nental Shelf lease and permit proc-
essing coordination offices, and for
other purposes.

S. 916. A bill to facilitate appropriate
oil and gas development on Federal
land and waters, to limit dependence of
the United States on foreign sources of
oil and gas, and for other purposes.

S. 917. A bill to amend the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act to reform the
management of energy and mineral re-
sources on the Outer Continental Shelf,
and for other purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Meagan Gins@energy
.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Linda Lance or Meagan Gins.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
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and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Thursday, May 19, 2011,
at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on policies to reduce
oil consumption through the pro-
motion of advanced vehicle tech-
nologies and accelerated deployment of
electric-drive vehicles, as proposed in
S. 734 and S. 948.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Abigail Campbell
(@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Mike Carr or Abigail Campbell.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 12, 2011, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on May 12,
2011, at 9 a.m., in room 366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 12, 2011, at 9 a.m., in room SD-
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Oil
and Gas Tax Incentives and Rising En-
ergy Prices.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 12, 2011, at 9:15 a.m., to
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Assessing the
Situation in Libya.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate, to
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